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278 THE CLASSICAL JOURNAL 

Thucydides, Book VI, Chapters xxx-xliii and Ix-cv (end). The 
First Part of the Sicilian Expedition. Edited for Beginners in 
Greek, with Introduction, Vocabulary, and Notes. Percy Ure. 
London: John Murray, 1906. 

Those who edit books of this kind for beginners ought to follow Socrates' 
advice, and define the term they use. On the second page of the text is a sentence 
seventeen lines long that has taxed older students than beginners to put into 
suitable English. Mr. Ure omits most of the speeches. Even the narrative 
parts of Thucydides are not for babes and sucklings, although a selection from 
his entire work could be made that would not be too difficult. 

The most obvious fault of this book is its English. The sentences are dis- 
torted and the use of pronouns is especially confusing. 

There are eighty pages of notes to fifty of text, a wrong proportion for begin- 
ners in Thucydides. Many notes that the text demands are absent. One may 
also criticize the imperfect statement of grammatical principles; readers will be 
puzzled to know how an adjective can have a subject; whether «ip«x 6 can mean 
"created" ("literally"); and "to wit" for koI where it means "even" is inter- 
esting. The vocabulary would seem strange to an American student. The 
editor plans to cut off by a hyphen the declensional endings, except those of 
first-declension feminines; but does not always do so. The principal parts of 
some verbs are given, a portion of others; some forms are conjugated, some not; 
some have a synopsis through the moods of a given stem. It is helpful, however, 
that bizarre forms are given under their first letter. 
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